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Kohler/SCCA June Sprints

Luening pushes dad’s old ride to limit

He cruises in restored MGB for his second June victory

By Dave Kallmann

Elkhart Lake – In 1967, a week before his wedding, Dick Luening brought home a 4-year-old MGB.
One year later, he and wife, Sandra drove it home from the hospital with their new baby, Glen.  And on Sunday, Glen returned the favor, taking his dad for a victory lap in the car around Road America at the Kohler / SCCA June Sprints.

It’s a good old car that’s more than served its purpose. “We built an ultra-high tech, tube frame car, and it was totaled last year, so we brought this one out of retirement,” said Glen Luening who also won the Sprints in 1992. “All we really did was put in a new fuel cell and go.”

Glen and Dick take turns racing the black and silver MGB, which was transformed from a daily driver to a racecar in 1972.  The car had nearly 100,000 miles on the odometer in its first life, and it has accumulated countless laps of competition in its second on the Sports Car Club of America E-Production class.

Along the way, it has taken newlyweds on their honeymoon, brought three babies home from the hospital and won its share of races. “Auto-crossing to racing, it’s been around and around and around,” said Dick Luening, who runs an MG repair and race-prep shop in Greenfield, “and never let us down.”

“I refer to it as a vintage race car with plastic fenders, because it’s got the original suspension – the original shock absorbers and arms – the original ball bearings and wheel bearings.”

There’s a new engine waiting at home that should make the car even quicker. But all it really needs is a new shifter – the knob broke in the second lap – and some cleaner spray on the carburetor made sticky by the slow speed victory lap.

Luening qualified on the pole but was beaten at the start by Jim Dentici, a former Sprints winner from Oconomowoc. Dentici led the first nine laps around the 4-mile course before being passed in lapped traffic. “He had a whole lot more horsepower, a whole lot more,” said Luening who has more than a dozen national victories in ten years of racing. “I got a really bad start, and I just hung in there and tried my hardest, and luckily I caught him.”

Especially because he had to shift with only a short, thin metal rod, Luening was prepared to settle for second place. Weekend attendance for the three-day event was estimated at 10,000.

